
The Serpent in the Wilderness Texts 

 

Numbers 13–14 → The reason the first generation will not see the Promised Land 

13:1-4 

The LORD said to Moses, 2 “Send men to spy out the land of Canaan, which I am giving to the 

Israelites; from each of their ancestral tribes you shall send a man, every one a leader among them.” 
3 So Moses sent them from the wilderness of Paran, according to the command of the LORD, all of 

them leading men among the Israelites. 

13:25-33 

At the end of forty days they returned from spying out the land. 26 And they came to Moses and 

Aaron and to all the congregation of the Israelites in the wilderness of Paran, at Kadesh; they 
brought back word to them and to all the congregation, and showed them the fruit of the land. 27 And 

they told him, “We came to the land to which you sent us; it flows with milk and honey, and this is 
its fruit. 28 Yet the people who live in the land are strong, and the towns are fortified and very large; 

and besides, we saw the descendants of Anak there. 29 The Amalekites live in the land of the Negeb; 
the Hittites, the Jebusites, and the Amorites live in the hill country; and the Canaanites live by the 
sea, and along the Jordan.” 

30 But Caleb quieted the people before Moses, and said, “Let us go up at once and occupy it, for we 
are well able to overcome it.” 31 Then the men who had gone up with him said, “We are not able to 
go up against this people, for they are stronger than we.” 32 So they brought to the Israelites an 

unfavorable report of the land that they had spied out, saying, “The land that we have gone through 
as spies is a land that devours its inhabitants; and all the people that we saw in it are of great size. 
33 There we saw the Nephilim (the Anakites come from the Nephilim); and to ourselves we seemed 
like grasshoppers, and so we seemed to them.” 

14:1-11 

Then all the congregation raised a loud cry, and the people wept that night. 2 And all the Israelites 
complained against Moses and Aaron; the whole congregation said to them, “Would that we had 
died in the land of Egypt! Or would that we had died in this wilderness! 3 Why is the LORD bringing 

us into this land to fall by the sword? Our wives and our little ones will become booty; would it not 
be better for us to go back to Egypt?” 4 So they said to one another, “Let us choose a captain, and go 

back to Egypt.” 

5 Then Moses and Aaron fell on their faces before all the assembly of the congregation of the 
Israelites. 6 And Joshua son of Nun and Caleb son of Jephunneh, who were among those who had 

spied out the land, tore their clothes 7 and said to all the congregation of the Israelites, “The land that 

we went through as spies is an exceedingly good land. 8 If the LORD is pleased with us, he will bring 
us into this land and give it to us, a land that flows with milk and honey. 9 Only, do not rebel against 

the LORD; and do not fear the people of the land, for they are no more than bread for us; their 
protection is removed from them, and the LORD is with us; do not fear them.” 10 But the whole 

congregation threatened to stone them. 

Then the glory of the LORD appeared at the tent of meeting to all the Israelites. 11 And the LORD said 
to Moses, “How long will this people despise me? And how long will they refuse to believe in me, in 

spite of all the signs that I have done among them?  

God says He wants to kill them all and start over with Moses, but Moses intercedes with Go and He relents, sort 

of. 



14:19-24, 28-35 

19 Forgive the iniquity of this people according to the greatness of your steadfast love, just as you 

have pardoned this people, from Egypt even until now.” 

20 Then the LORD said, “I do forgive, just as you have asked; 21 nevertheless—as I live, and as all the 
earth shall be filled with the glory of the LORD— 22 none of the people who have seen my glory and 

the signs that I did in Egypt and in the wilderness, and yet have tested me these ten times and have 
not obeyed my voice, 23 shall see the land that I swore to give to their ancestors; none of those who 
despised me shall see it. 24 But my servant Caleb, because he has a different spirit and has followed 

me wholeheartedly, I will bring into the land into which he went, and his descendants shall possess 
it.  

28 Say to them, “As I live,” says the LORD, “I will do to you the very things I heard you say: 29 your 

dead bodies shall fall in this very wilderness; and of all your number, included in the census, from 

twenty years old and upward, who have complained against me, 30 not one of you shall come into 

the land in which I swore to settle you, except Caleb son of Jephunneh and Joshua son of Nun. 
31 But your little ones, who you said would become booty, I will bring in, and they shall know the 

land that you have despised. 32 But as for you, your dead bodies shall fall in this wilderness. 33 And 

your children shall be shepherds in the wilderness for forty years, and shall suffer for your 

faithlessness, until the last of your dead bodies lies in the wilderness. 34 According to the number of 

the days in which you spied out the land, forty days, for every day a year, you shall bear your 

iniquity, forty years, and you shall know my displeasure.” 35 I the LORD have spoken; surely I will do 

thus to all this wicked congregation gathered together against me: in this wilderness they shall come 

to a full end, and there they shall die.  

 

Numbers 21:1-3 

When the Canaanite, the king of Arad, who lived in the Negeb, heard that Israel was coming by the 

way of Atharim, he fought against Israel and took some of them captive. 2 Then Israel made a vow to 

the LORD and said, “If you will indeed give this people into our hands, then we will utterly destroy 

their towns.” 3 The LORD listened to the voice of Israel, and handed over the Canaanites; and they 

utterly destroyed them and their towns; so the place was called Hormah (Destruction). 

 

Numbers 21:4-9 

From Mount Hor they set out by the way to the Red Sea, to go around the land of Edom; but the 

people became impatient on the way. 5 The people spoke against God and against Moses, “Why 

have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? For there is no food and no water, and 

we detest this miserable food.” 6 Then the LORD sent poisonous serpents among the people, and they 

bit the people, so that many Israelites died. 7 The people came to Moses and said, “We have sinned 

by speaking against the LORD and against you; pray to the LORD to take away the serpents from us.” 

So Moses prayed for the people. 8 And the LORD said to Moses, “Make a poisonous serpent, and set 

it on a pole; and everyone who is bitten shall look at it and live.” 9 So Moses made a serpent of 

bronze, and put it upon a pole; and whenever a serpent bit someone, that person would look at the 

serpent of bronze and live. 

 

  



Numbers 11:1-3 

Now when the people complained in the hearing of the LORD about their misfortunes, the LORD 

heard it and his anger was kindled. Then the fire of the LORD burned against them, and consumed 

some outlying parts of the camp. 2 But the people cried out to Moses; and Moses prayed to the 

LORD, and the fire abated. 3 So that place was called Taberah (Burning), because the fire of the LORD 

burned against them. 

 

Isaiah 14:29 

29 Do not rejoice, all you Philistines, 
    that the rod that struck you is broken, 

for from the root of the snake will come forth an adder, 
    and its fruit will be a flying fiery serpent. 

 

Isaiah 30:6a 

6 An oracle concerning the animals of the Negeb. 

Through a land of trouble and distress, 

    of lioness and roaring lion, 
    of viper and flying serpent, 

 

Isaiah 6:1-3, 6-7 

In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, high and lofty; and the hem of 
his robe filled the temple. 2 Seraphs were in attendance above him; each had six wings: with two they 
covered their faces, and with two they covered their feet, and with two they flew. 3 And one called to 

another and said: 

“Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts; 

the whole earth is full of his glory.” 

6 Then one of the seraphs flew to me, holding a live coal that had been taken from the altar with a 

pair of tongs. 7 The seraph touched my mouth with it and said: “Now that this has touched your lips, 
your guilt has departed and your sin is blotted out.”  

 

2 Kings 18:1-4 

In the third year of King Hoshea son of Elah of Israel, Hezekiah son of King Ahaz of Judah began to 
reign. 2 He was twenty-five years old when he began to reign; he reigned twenty-nine years in 

Jerusalem. His mother’s name was Abi daughter of Zechariah. 3 He did what was right in the sight of 
the LORD just as his ancestor David had done. 4 He removed the high places, broke down the pillars, 

and cut down the sacred pole. He broke in pieces the bronze serpent that Moses had made, for until 
those days the people of Israel had made offerings to it; it was called Nehushtan. 

 

 

 


