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On the fiftieth day of Easter we celebrate the Spirit, through Whom and in
Whom the people of God are created and re-created. Pentecost is sometimes
called the church’s birthday; but might more appropriately be called its baptism day, since the gift of the Spirit is the fullness
of baptism. Romans makes it clear that God is in the process of re-creating the entire cosmos; yet the Spirit is also at work in
the most intimate and personal way, praying in us “with sighs too deep for words” when we do not know how to pray.
Welcome to all our visitors! Today, two young women will stand before God’s people and affirm their faith and make
the baptismal promises their own. Please join us as we surround them with prayer and blessing.

+ GATHERING +
OPENING HYMN

O Day Full of Grace

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the minister begins.
P. We are gathered in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C. Amen.
P. Rejoicing … newness of life.
Silence is kept for reflection and self-examination.
P. Loving God,
C. we fear, we doubt, we do not trust You; we do not love our neighbors as
ourselves; we have failed to recognize You in the poor and needy; we sin against
You in thought, word, and deed. We pray for Your mercy, forgiveness, and grace.
We hope in the gift of Your Spirit and we rejoice in the resurrection promise of
Jesus Christ, our living Savior. Amen.
P. God, Who is rich in mercy ... God’s light and love.
C. Amen.
* LITANY FOR PENTECOST
P. Alleluia! The Spirit of the Lord fills the world.
C. Let the righteous be glad and rejoice before God. Alleluia!
P. With tongues of fire, the Spirit kindles the apostle’s zeal.
C. They declare in new tongues the wonderful works of God.
P. Blessed be God. Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
C. And blessed be His kingdom now and forever.
P. Alleluia! Come, Holy Spirit!
C. Fill the hearts of Your faithful people with Your love. Alleluia!
P. The grace of our risen Savior, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all.
C. And also with you.
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HYMN OF PRAISE

Holy Spirit, Ever Dwelling

PRAYER OF THE DAY
P. God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, as You sent upon the disciples the promised
gift of the Holy Spirit, look upon Your Church and open our hearts to the power of the
Spirit. Kindle in us the fire of Your love, and strengthen our lives for service in Your
kingdom; through Your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, Who lives and reigns with You in
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C. Amen

+ WORD +
FIRST READING: Acts 2.1-21
Before Jesus ascended into heaven, he told his disciples they would be filled with the Holy Spirit and become
witnesses for him to the ends of the earth. Now, surrounded by signs of fire, wind, and a variety of languages
in their midst, the people were amazed and astonished at Jesus’ promise coming true.
Reading not printed, due to length.
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
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Psalm 104.25-35, 37
O LORD, how manifold are Your works!
In wisdom You have made them all; the earth is full of Your creatures.
26
Yonder is the great and wide sea with its living things too many to number,
creatures both small and great.
27
There move the ships, and there is that Leviathan
which You have made for the sport of it.
28
All of them look to You
to give them their food in due season.
29
You give it to them; they gather it;
You open Your hand, and they are filled with good things.
30
You hide Your face, and they are terrified;
You take away their breath, and they die and return to their dust.
31
You send forth Your Spirit, and they are created;
and so You renew the face of the earth.
32
May the glory of the LORD endure forever;
may the LORD rejoice in all His works.
33
He looks at the earth and it trembles;
He touches the mountains and they smoke.
34
I will sing to the LORD as long as I live;
I will praise my God while I have my being.
35
May these words of mine please Him;
I will rejoice in the LORD.
37
Bless the LORD, O my soul.
Hallelujah!
SECOND READING: Romans 8:22-27
By pouring the Holy Spirit into our hearts, God gives us the promised first fruit of eternal life so that we
await God’s future in hope. In the meantime, the Spirit also intercedes for us by carrying the prayers of our
human hearts to God.
We know that the whole creation has been groaning in labor pains until now; 23and not
only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly
while we wait for adoption, the redemption of our bodies. 24For in hope we were saved.
Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what is seen? 25But if we hope for
what we do not see, we wait for it with patience.
26
Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we
ought, but that very Spirit intercedeswith sighs too deep for words. 27And God, who
searches the heart, knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spiritintercedes for
the saints according to the will of God.
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
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HOLY GOSPEL: St. John 15:26–27; 16:4b–15
When speaking to His disciples before His death, Jesus referred to the Holy Spirit as “the Helper” and
described the difference the Spirit would make in their lives and in the world.
C. Glory to You, O Lord.
[Jesus said,] “When the Advocate comes, Whom I will send to you from the Father, the
Spirit of truth Who comes from the Father, He will testify on My behalf. 27 You also are to
testify because you have been with Me from the beginning.
16:4b
“I did not say these things to you from the beginning, because I was with you. 5 But
now I am going to Him who sent Me; yet none of you asks Me, ‘Where are You going?’ 6
But because I have said these things to you, sorrow has filled your hearts. 7 Nevertheless I
tell you the truth: it is to your advantage that I go away, for if I do not go away, the
Advocate will not come to you; but if I go, I will send Him to you. 8And when He comes,
He will prove the world wrong about sin and righteousness and judgment: 9 about sin,
because they do not believe in Me; 10 about righteousness, because I am going to the Father
and you will see Me no longer; 11about judgment, because the ruler of this world has been
condemned.
12
“I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. 13 When the
Spirit of truth comes, He will guide you into all the truth; for He will not speak on His
own, but will speak whatever He hears, and He will declare to you the things that are to
come. 14 He will glorify Me, because He will take what is mine and declare it to you. 15All
that the Father has is mine. For this reason I said that He will take what is mine and
declare it to you.”
P. The Gospel of the Lord. C. Glory to You, O Lord.
SERMON
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Praise the Spirit in Creation

HYMN OF THE DAY
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+ RITE OF AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM +
Presentation of the Candidates: Lacie DeVos and Amber Moeller
Address to the Candidates and Prayer
The Rejection of the Devil and the Profession of Faith (confirmands)
* The Prayers of the People (congregation responds “hear our prayer.”)
The Affirmation of Baptismal Covenant
Prayer for the Stirring up of the Gifts of the Holy Spirit
The Laying on of Hands and Confirmation (family and sponsors come forward)
Address to the Parents, Sponsors and Congregation
Acclamation of the Confirmed and Presentation of the Certificates
SHARING THE PEACE
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OFFERING / OFFERTORY PRAYER
P. God of blessing and glory,
C. With people of every language and nation we bring the first fruits of our labor.
Let the sharing of these gifts proclaim our joyful hope in Jesus Christ, the First
Fruit of the resurrection. Thanksgiving and honor be to You, O God, forever and
ever. Amen
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
P. Holy, living and loving God … gave His life for the world.
C. Amen.
P. In the night in … the Lord’s death until He comes.
C. Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
P. Breathe Your Spirit … both now and forever.
C. Amen.
P. Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:
C. Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
DISTRIBUTION
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POST–COMMUNION BLESSING
P. The body and blood of our Lord … and keep you in His grace.
C. Amen
POST COMMUNION PRAYER
P. Life-giving God . . . Jesus Christ our risen Lord.
C. Amen
+ SENDING +
BLESSING
P. May the Holy Spirit fill you with the fire of faith so that you can be a light for others as
you reflect God’s love. Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now
and forever.
C. Amen
CLOSING HYMN We All Are One in Mission

DISMISSAL
P. Rejoicing in the power of the Spirit, go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
C. Thanks be to God.
8

Those who Serve:
Ministers: All the People of God Presiding: Pastor Munter
Organist: Terry Dybsetter
Reader: Tracy Wente
Camera: Josh Sumption
Projection: James Kamrath/Kendon Knutson
& Lillie Wollum
Sound Room: Ken Jeremiason and Jerome Bruns
How to reach us:
Church Office: 507-296-4658
Pastor’s House: 507-296-4558
Pastor’s Cell: 507-828-1000 (call or text)
Pastor’s email: pastormunter@gmail.com
Bethel email: bethel@ bethelofporter.com
Bethel web page: www.bethelofporter.com
May 16, 2021
General: $924.50 ($329.50 received through eGiving)
Savings: $220.00 for Organ.
Emily Morton, Angie Denelsbeck Anderson
Shirlee Gabbert, Bill and Karen Pohlen
Bill Ningen, Carol Moon, Sylvia Pridal
Norma Dovre, & Muriel Wadsworth
The family and friends of Jim Pridal, who passed away last week.

The Porter American Legion Post 457 and the Canby VFW will hold a joint
2021 Memorial Day Service, on May 31st, 10:00 am, in Canby Central Park.
Everyone is welcome.
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