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Bethel Lutheran Church
P. O. Box 126
2429 County Hwy 16
Porter, MN 56280
Telephone: (507) 296-4658
Office Hours at the Church:
Wednesday —9:30 a.m. -12:00 p.m.
E-mail address: bethel@bethelofporter.com
Website: bethelofporter.com
Pastor Rev. Ellen Munter 296-4558 (home)
507-828-1000 (cell)
Email: pastormunter@gmail.com
Your Church Officers
President
Mike Knutson
Vice President Randy Kamrath
Treasurer
Deana Moeller
Financial Sec. Josh Sumption
Secretary
Sue Alley
Deacons
Linda Bruns
Tracy Wente
Craig Petersen
Terry Dybsetter
Sara Wollum

507-829-2767
507 530-4417
296-4634
296-4497
507-530-1628

296-4645
296-4623
296-4483
296-4401
223-5844

Trustees
Jerome Bruns, Chair
Brian Mamer
Roger Longhenry
Bob Merritt Jr
Lance Moeller

296-4645
507 829-8708
296-4422
296-4436
507 530-5814

Board of Education
Paula Syltie
Pat Petersen
Rachel Wollum
Megan Syltie

507 828-3587
296-4483
223-5844
507-829-9931

Custodian
Lou Knutson

296-4489

June Birthdays
2nd Kaden Petersen, Joshua Wollum
5th Craig Petersen
14th Megan Evjen, Nathan Hulzebos
15th Braden Knutson, Greg Crowser
19th Ralph Dovre, Karla Farrell,
Keith Petersen

20th Roger Petersen
22nd Butch Wilke
24th Zelda Goslar, Monica Wilke
27th Sharon Hunt
28th David Petersen
29th Bob Merritt

If you have any corrections or additions,
please contact the church office at 296-4658, or
email: bethel@bethelofporter.com If your name
does not appear in the month of your birthday, it
means we don’t have your birth date. Thanks!
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Trinity Sunday – May 30th – marked the end of the festival season. We
have been in penitential or festival seasons now since Ash Wednesday
way back in February. It feels like so long ago! And while the seasons
of Lent and Easter are important and prompt us to focus on the central
proclamation of our faith – Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will
come again. – returning to Ordinary Time is welcome. The color for
Ordinary Time is green, the color of growth, because that is what this
time is about. The readings and prayers are full of images of growth, of
the building up of the body of Christ.
We are in the gospel of Mark this year, and Jesus is constantly using the images of the world
around him. We find images from nature: the mystery of seeds growing into grain, the wonder
of mustard plants growing from tiny seeds, the power of the wind and waves – power that
bows and obeys Jesus’ command to be still. We also find images from everyday life: people
who are struggling with illness, the pain of the outcast, the need for bread. And we find images
of what it means to follow: Jesus as servant, the martyrdom of John the Baptizer, the resistance the disciples meet as they work to proclaim God’s word and help those in need.
As we dig into the richness of God’s word this summer, we begin to understand that the creation around us, and even the realities of our own lives, constantly point us towards God. This
truth is clearest in the sacramental life of the church, in which the everyday realities of our
world (water, bread, wine) are the means by which we experience God’s grace and forgiveness. These ordinary items are incarnational – finite things (water, bread, wine) that are capable of carrying the infinite. From here we can see how our experience of God is grounded in
the everyday world in which we live. Our love of God cannot be isolated from our service to
others and to creation.
Summer is a time to celebrate the wonders and abundance
of creation. To celebrate the goodness of God. The season
overflows with color in the wondrous diversity of plants
and flowers, drips with the sweetness of fresh fruit and
vegetables, delights us with warm sunny days. Through
all these works of creation and more God speaks to us of
grace, abundance, and goodness. As the seed planted in
the ground is expected to grow and mature, so too the
word that is planted in us is expected to grow and come
to fruition.
In Christ,
Pastor Munter
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The Church Council and Board reports for
May 2021
Trustees
Trustee action taken:
• Motion was made and second to pay bills.
• Discussed the 2 insulated windows on the south side and approved to replace.
• Approved pastor’s subscription for use with the bulletins.
• Approved the repair of the cold water line in the furnace room and the
men’s bathroom.
• The trustees reviewed a list of repairs that need to be done around the
church property . A work night is needed to complete several of the activities including staining the play equipment.
Present: Bob, Brian, Lance, Roger and Jerome
Deacons
• Deacon for June: Linda Bruns
• Food Shelf: Ivanhoe
• Communion Dates: June 6, 13
• Discussed having upcoming weddings, and baptisms dates.
• Reporting: Sara Wollum, also attending, Terry Dybsetter, Linda Bruns, and Tracy
Wente
Board of Education
Paula reported VBS would be “Mars and Beyond” on July 26-29.
The Board of Education will meet June 8, 6:30 pm, at the church to
plan VBS.
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Vacation Bible School
VBS is scheduled for July 26-29, evenings. The
Board of Education has selected the “Mars and Beyond” curriculum. If you are able to help with VBS in
some area, please contact Paula Syltie.
The first planning meeting is scheduled for June 8,
6:30 pm.

Grief Support Group
June 8, 15, 22, 29th, 10-11:30am, Christ Lutheran Church, Hendricks, There is no charge for
this event. To register for this event, contact
Good Shepherd Hospice Social Worker, Colleen
Petersen, at (507) 275-2210

Church Paint & Stain Job
The Church Play Set is need of staining and the church
has the supplies. We just need the arm power. Call
Jerome Bruns (507) 296-4645 or one of the Trustees
to volunteer.
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Monthly Financial Update
Miscellaneous Revenues
The Revenues taken into account are all weekly and holiday offerings
as well as special offerings designated to the general account such as
Fuel, Missions, and Food Shelf Offerings. This comparison is only for
Revenues and Expenses associated with Bethel’s responsibility for our
parish budget, meaning checks from Hemnes Lutheran Church are
not included in the Year to Date Revenue and their 25% share of our
parish budget is not included in the Year to Date Budgeted Expenses. This comparison also does not take into account
Refunds and Reimbursements or Savings Reimbursements. These sources of revenue are normally received to pay expenses that are not a part of Bethel’s operating budget, so are not used to make comparison to our budgeted expenses.
The Year to Date difference will show on a monthly basis if we are receiving sufficient offerings to cover our budget,
or if we are behind. The running total for each month will be in a Year to Date total, not a monthly total.
If it is necessary to borrow money from Savings Reserves to fund the operations of Bethel, the amount will be denoted
in the Cash Reserves Expended column. If funds are repaid to the Savings Reserves during a surplus, the repayment
will be denoted in the Cash Reserves Repaid column. Reserves Expended and Reserves Repaid are not represented in
the Revenues and Expenses columns of this report.
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Bethel Workgroup Schedule
Altar Workers for Sundays in June
Amy Drietz
Denise Crowser
Altar Workers for Sundays in July
Pat Petersen
Barb Anderson

Group #1
Brenda and Mike Knutson
Paul and Darcy Bruns
Rose and Dick Anderson
Marilyn and Waldo Petersen
Sue Alley
Marty and Meghan Syltie
Linda and Jerome Bruns
Bill Ningen
Josh Sumption
Tiffany Keating
Brian and Kassidy Emery
Matt & Victoria Bliss

507-829-2767
507-530-0327 and 507-530-5036
296-4440
223-5829
507-530-1628
507 829-9931, 507 829-9924
296-4645
296-4693
296-4497
223-5542
605-880-3569
605-941-4062 and 320-287-1050

Prairie Five Community Action, a local non-profit serving Big
Stone, Chippewa , Lac qui parle, Swift and Yellow Medicine
counties, is looking for volunteers. Prairie Five’s volunteer programs offer flexible, convenient, and rewarding opportunities to
people with extra time looking to give back to their communities. In our rural area, there is a great need. Prairie Five has
partnered with AmeriCorps Seniors Ecumen RSVP to make
volunteer driving more favorable for adults 55-75 and allow
then to receive tax-free reimbursement through the volunteer
program for every mile crossed while volunteering.
If interested in volunteering for Prairie Five as a driver, at the food shelf, thrift store or delivering meals
contact (320) 269-6578 or (800) 292-5437 (Emily Castaneda or Elizabeth Koehl).
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Worship Schedule

Coming Events

Our worship will be live streamed on
our Facebook page. Bulletins are emailed weekly or available for pickup in
the narthex.

In person worship has resumed .

www.facebook.com/bethelofporter
Other resources are available on our
website. www.bethelofporter.com

Our worship service is still available
live streamed, video or audio recording. Please worship with us as
you are able.
Worship with communion will be
held on June 6, and 13

Please stay safe, wash your hands, wear a
mask, social distance and pray for those in
our country and around the world who
are sick and who are grieving.

June 6
Pentecost 2

June 13
Pentecost 3

June 20
Pentecost 4

June 27
Pentecost 5

Genesis 3:8-15

Ezekiel 17:22-24

Job 38:1-11

Lamentations 3

Psalm 130

Psalm 92:1-15

Psalm 107:1-32

Psalm 30

2 Corinthians 4

2 Corinthians 5

2 Corinthians 6

2 Corinthians 8

Mark 3:20-25

Mark 4:26-34

Mark 4:35-41

Mark 5:21-43
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Bethel Worship, Sunday 10:00 am
Sund

Live streamed on the Facebook page

and later at bethel@bethelofporter.com
www.facebook.com/bethelofporter
www.bethelofporter.com

