THE FEAST OF MARY, MOTHER OF OUR LORD
August 15, 2021
BETHEL LUTHERAN CHURCH
Mary, the mother of Jesus, is traditionally believed to have died on this
date. Mary’s role is not limited to giving birth to Jesus and mothering
Him in His childhood. In John’s gospel, she is among the women
standing near the cross; in Acts, she is among the disciples awaiting the
gifts of the Spirit. Mary’s song (the Magnificat) is a powerful statement
of justice, still apt for us today as we come with our own neediness to
experience God’s justice and mercy in word and sacrament.
The Church (including Martin Luther) honored Mary with the title
Theotokos, meaning “God-bearer,” for her role in giving birth to the
Son of God.

+ GATHERING +
For All the Faithful Women

OPENING HYMN
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism.
P. We are gathered in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C. Amen.
P. Trusting God’s promise of forgiveness, let us confess our sin against God and one
another.
Silence is kept for reflection and self-examination.
P. Loving God,
C. we confess that we have not loved You with our whole hearts; we have not loved
our neighbors as ourselves. We have failed to worship You with our whole being
and to share the abundance of grace You give us. We have acted out of selfish
ambition rather than the interests of others; we have nursed grudges rather than
seeking reconciliation and peace. Forgive us and renew in us the mind of Christ
Jesus, that we may live according to Your will. Amen.
P. Since we are justified by faith . . . the Holy Spirit.
C. Amen.
GREETING
P. The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.
C. And also with you.
DIALOG OF THE SAINTS
P. Praise the Lord, Who came in the flesh!
C. Praise Emmanuel, God with us!
P. He chose as His vessel one so fair,
C. A young virgin, meek and mild.
P. And the angel said, “Hail, Mary, full of grace. The Lord is with you.”
C. “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb.”
P. Give thanks to God for Mary, Mother of Our Lord.
C. Obedient disciple and bearer of the eternal Word.
P. Sing praise to God, sing praise to Him.
C. Sing praise and thanks for our salvation.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
P. Almighty God, in choosing the virgin Mary to be the mother of Your only Son, You
made known Your gracious regard for the poor, the lowly, and the despised. Grant us
grace to receive Your word in humility and so to be made one with Your Son, Jesus
Christ our Lord, Who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.
C. Amen.
+ WORD +
FIRST READING: Isaiah 61:7-11
The prophet proclaims a hopeful message: God loves justice and will make an everlasting covenant with
Israel and her descendants. In response, the prophet sings a joyful song, like Mary many generations later,
about God’s mercy and salvation.
Because [the] shame [of God’s people] was double,
and dishonor was proclaimed as their lot,
therefore they shall possess a double portion;
everlasting joy shall be theirs.
8
For I the LORD love justice,
I hate robbery and wrongdoing;
I will faithfully give them their recompense,
and I will make an everlasting covenant with them.
9
Their descendants shall be known among the nations,
and their offspring among the peoples;
all who see them shall acknowledge
that they are a people whom the LORD has blessed.
10
I will greatly rejoice in the LORD,
my whole being shall exult in my God;[EM1]
for He has clothed me with the garments of salvation,
He has covered me with the robe of righteousness,
as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland,
and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels.
11
For as the earth brings forth its shoots,
and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up,
so the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and praise
to spring up before all the nations..
L. The Word of the Lord. C. Thanks be to God.
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PSALM 34:1-9
Proclaim with me the greatness of the LORD; let us exalt God's name together.
I will bless the Lord at all times;
His praise shall ever be in my mouth.
2
I will glory in the Lord;
let the lowly hear and rejoice.
3
Proclaim with me the greatness of the Lord;
let us exalt His name together.
4
I sought the Lord, and He answered me
and delivered me out of all my terror.
5
Look upon the Lord and be radiant,
and let not your faces be ashamed.
6
I called in my affliction, and the Lord heard me
and saved me from all my troubles.
7
The angel of the Lord encamps around those who fear Him,
and He will deliver them.
8
Taste and see that the Lord is good;
happy are they who trust in Him!
9
Fear the LORD, you saints of the LORD,
for those who fear the LORD lack nothing.
SECOND READING: Galatians 4:4-7
In the promise of the Incarnation, Jesus Christ embodies God’s heart, in love claiming people as adopted
children. A reading from St. Paul’s letter to the Galatians.
When the fullness of time had come, God sent His Son, born of a woman, born under
the law, 5in order to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive
adoption as children. 6And because you are children, God has sent the Spirit of His Son
into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” 7So you are no longer a slave but a child, and if a
child then also an heir, through God.
L. The Word of the Lord. C. Thanks be to God
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Alleluia. Lord, to whom…
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HOLY GOSPEL: St. Luke 1:46-55
Mary’s song, the Magnificat, serves as a thematic anthem for God’s work in the world and therefore for the
ministry of her son, Jesus. In Mary’s praise we hear of a saving God who remembers the humble, scatters the
proud, lifts up the lowly, and fulfills all things.
C. Glory to You, O Lord.
46

Mary said,
“My soul magnifies the Lord,
47
and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,
48
for He has looked with favor on the lowliness of His servant.
Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed;
49
for the Mighty One has done great things for me,
and holy is His name.
50
His mercy is for those who fear Him
from generation to generation.
51
He has shown strength with His arm;
He has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts.
52
He has brought down the powerful from their thrones,
and lifted up the lowly;
53
He has filled the hungry with good things,
and sent the rich away empty.
54
He has helped His servant Israel,
in remembrance of His mercy,
55
according to the promise He made to our ancestors,
to Abraham and to his descendants forever.”
P. The Gospel of the Lord.
C. Praise to You, O Christ.
SERMON
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HYMN OF THE DAY

Canticle of the Turning
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THE APOSTLES’ CREED
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
P. … Lord, in Your mercy,
C. hear our prayer.
SHARING THE PEACE OF THE LORD
ANNOUNCEMENTS
OFFERING /OFFERTORY

Let the vineyards….

page 86
page 87

OFFERTORY PRAYER
+ MEAL +
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
P. You are indeed holy … accomplished our salvation.
C. Amen.
P. In the night in … the Lord’s death until He comes.
C. Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
P. Lord God, send now Your Holy Spirit … both now and forever.
C. Amen.
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THE LORD’S PRAYER
DISTRIBUTION

page 92

POST–COMMUNION BLESSING
POST-COMMUNION SONG

Thank the Lord

POST COMMUNION PRAYER
P. Jesus Christ, You have given . . . Lord forevermore.

page 92
C. Amen.

+ SENDING +
BENEDICTION
P. Jesus is the vine and we are the branches. May you be rooted and grounded in His love.
Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
C. Amen
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CLOSING HYMN

Signs and Wonders

DISMISSAL
P. Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
C. Thanks be to God.
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Enter the Song
God has a way of using the most unlikely people to bring forth God’s life-giving power
in the world. The words of praise in our gospel today, sung by an unlikely and seemingly
unimportant young woman from Galilee, are indicative of the ways God invites those
most overlooked to be carriers of hope. These prophetic words of Mary have become a life
source for the oppressed, downtrodden, and brokenhearted over thousands of years.
In Mary’s song, we hear of a world in which those who suffer are comforted. Those
who are hungry are filled with sustenance. Those who hoard the world’s resources are
sent away empty-handed. The invisible are seen. Those who have been silenced are given a
voice. Those who don’t matter take center stage. God’s love is the center and source of all
things.
Mary not only experienced the life-giving power of God in her very body, but also
carried with her the stories of her ancestors, stories of a God who is faithful to God’s
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people again and again. She knew the songs, prayers, and promises that had sustained her
people in the midst of seemingly impossible circumstances, when the people of God had
felt lost and alone, at the mercy of unfair and power-hungry rulers, and in a place of
isolation, fear, broken relationships, and misplaced trust.
Mary knew that God had been faithful then, and trusted that God would again be
faithful to her. She sang out her song in hope and wonder, carrying the stories of all the
people who went before her in faith, inviting those coming after her to join in the same
hopeful singing.
It is a prophetic proclamation that reverberates throughout the cosmos today. Let’s
enter this song together as we too proclaim God’s reign of justice and mercy.
Upcoming Commemorations
August 20, 2021 Bernard, Abbot of Clairvaux, died 1153
Bernard, a Cistercian monk, was a man of great spirituality who wrote mystical works and
criticized those whom he thought took an overly intellectual approach to the faith. He
became an abbot, and wrote several hymns that are still beloved today.

You are invited to attend the
Service of Holy Communion with the Installation of
The Rev. Dr. Dee Pederson
as Bishop of the Southwestern Minnesota Synod, ELCA

Saturday, October 9, 2021
2:00 p.m.
Reception to follow
Granite Falls Lutheran Church
350 9th Avenue
Granite Falls, MN 56214
RSVP: www.swmnelca.org/installation
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