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Sundays in
June

Porter, Minnesota

Trinity expresses the heart
of our faith: We celebrate
the mystery of the Holy
Trinity in our worship:

Worship with us via the
internet

Trinity Sunday
June 7th

The Triune God
Father, Son and Holy Spirit

Join us for Worship
Bethel will continue with live
stream worship through May 17th
because of the Corvid-19 shut
down. The worship time remains
at 10:00 am on Sunday morning.

June 14th

Stay informed regarding worship updates on the home page and e-mails.
Not able to live steam on our Facebook
page? The service will be posted to our
website after worship.

June 21st
Father’s Day
June 28th

Bethel Lutheran Church is affiliated with the Southwest
Synod of Minnesota of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America.
God’s Work. Our Hands.
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Bethel Lutheran Church
P. O. Box 126
2429 County Hwy 16
Porter, MN 56280
Telephone: (507) 296-4658
Office Hours at the Church:
Wednesday —9:30 a.m. -12:00 p.m.
E-mail address: bethel@bethelofporter.com
Website: bethelofporter.com
Pastor Rev. Ellen Munter 296-4558 (home)
507-828-1000 (cell)
Email: pastormunter@gmail.com
Your Church Officers
President
Mike Knutson
Vice President Randy Kamrath
Treasurer
Deana Moeller
Financial Sec. Josh Sumption
Secretary
Sue Alley
Deacons
Linda Bruns
Martha Melrose
Craig Petersen
Terry Dybsetter
Sara Wollum

507-829-2767
507 530-4417
296-4634
296-4497
507-530-1628
296-4645
296-4515
296-4483
296-4401
223-5844

Trustees
Jerome Bruns, Chair
Tom Gawerecki
Roger Longhenry
Bob Merritt Jr
Curt Blumeyer

296-4645
224-2267
296-4422
296-4436
223-7339

Board of Education
Tracy Wente, Chair
Pat Petersen
Nikki Petersen
Rachel Wollum
Megan Syltie

296-4623
296-4483
507-829-0555
223-5844
507-829-9931

Custodian
Lou Knutson

296-4489

June Birthdays
1st Joshua Wollum
2nd Kaden Petersen
5th Craig Petersen
11th Mavis Anderson
14th Megan Evjen, Nathan Hulzebos
15th Braden Knutson, Greg Crowser
19th Ralph Dovre, Karla Farrell,
Keith Petersen
20th Roger Petersen
22nd Butch Wilke
24th Zelda Goslar, Monica Wilke
27th Sharon Hunt
28th David Petersen
29th Bob Merritt

If you have any corrections or additions,
please contact the church office at 296-4658, or
email: bethel@bethelofporter.com If your name
does not appear in the month of your birthday, it
means we don’t have your birth date. Thanks!
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As I sit here thinking about what to write, I feel a little overwhelmed. I was born in
1966, so I missed all of the upheaval of that decade. (I wasn’t quite precocious enough
to be watching and understanding the news at age 3!) But I was a history major, and
while I understand that what we are going through in the current moment is not the
same, it feels very similar. We have two major crisis happening at the same time—
coronavirus and a widespread protest movement. The virus has kept us isolated and
anxious, the protests have brought some into the streets and added to the anxiety of others. Both have resulted in loss of income, of a feeling of stability and control over not only the present but the future.
Shortly after George Floyd’s death, I was feeling more pessimistic than usual and was talking with a pastor friend about it. I was feeling not just pessimistic, but angry and even a little bit hopeless about the
possibility of significant change in our country—not to mention the world. And at the end of my minirant, I said, “I keep doing what I can and await the coming of Christ.” It does not feel like enough, especially in the face of all that is happening. And she gently reminded me that that is what faith is. Tend
what you can and wait for God.
She is right, of course. In the face of pandemic, systemic racism and the oligarchy that controls much of
what happens in our country on a national level, we do what we can and wait for God. I would add, we
look for where God is at work and attempt to join in. It can feel like our actions are insignificant, that we
can’t really make a dent in what is going on. But I remind myself, and all y’all, that the ones whom Jesus
commended in Matthew 25:31-46 are those who gave food to someone who was hungry, and drink to
those who were thirsty; the ones who gave clothing to those without and visited those who were sick or
imprisoned; the ones who welcomed the strangers. These are not huge, world-shaking, history-changing
actions. They are actions that reflect the love, kindness, mercy and generosity that we have received from
God. We also reflect the love of God towards those around us when we listen to the voices of those who
are hurting, think about their stories and then examine our own thoughts and feelings.
There have been many difficult times before in our nation and there will undoubtably be more in the future. In that sense, this is nothing new. But it is the time that we live in and so it is our time to act. At the
end of Matthew’s gospel, Jesus tells the disciples, “I will be with you until the end of the age.” And by the
power of the Holy Spirit, we have Jesus with us now. We are not alone. And that is true for those struggling with the effects of the virus, of racism, of loneliness, of unemployment, low prices for corn and soybeans and all the rest. It is true for you, beloved child of God. So take heart, go out and see what needs
tending where you are, look for where God is at work and join your efforts with His.
In Christ,

Pastor Munter
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The Church Council and Board reports for
May, 2020

Please note: a ZOOM council meeting was held on
May 18th to discuss the business of Bethel.
Trustees

Motion was made and second to pay bills.
Reminder: We are planning to do the Quilt Raffle again this fall on the third weekend in August.
We need Raffle items. We have one quilt being made and anyone else can donate a quilt or other
items including wood projects, food items and gift cards to local businesses.
Deacons




Deacon for June: Martha Melrose
Food Shelf: May: Ivanhoe
Communion Dates for Bethel are to be determined by Pastor Ellen regular worship resumes.

Board of Education


We are in touch with the Sunday School families and sending out videos and other resources for them to do Sunday School at home.

Update on GreenLake Ministries Quilt Auction
The Quilt auction will continue but with a different format.
All items and quilts will be accepted up until July 17th.
The auction will be entirely online.
Updates will be posted at www.gllm.org website including forms and
updated information.
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This letter was also sent e-mail by Pastor Ellen on May 31.
Hello to everyone!
I met with President Mike Knutson and Vice-president Randy Kamrath on Thursday (May 28th) –
on my front porch, six feet distance between us! We reviewed the guidelines for reopening our
building and talked about how and/or when that could happen. The guidelines are extensive and
not really feasible for a congregation our size. In looking at all the available information, along with
the fact that infections in the state and in our counties are going up, we decided not to reopen at
this time. We will revisit this topic at our June Council Meeting.
I know that many of you are frustrated with the situation in general and with the church building
being closed. I know that I am longing to be with you all again. And while much of the response to
the virus has unfortunately been politicized, this was not in any way a politically motivated decision. We have many people in our congregation who are over the age of 60, which places them at
higher risk. There are adults and children in our congregation who are at higher risk due to various
medical conditions. There are many people in our communities who are at higher risk. Martin Luther explains the fifth commandment (You shall not kill) in this way: “We are to fear and love God,
so that we neither endanger nor harm the lives or our neighbors, but instead help and support them
in all of life’s needs.” In keeping our building closed for the time being, we are endeavoring to follow this commandment in the spirit of Luther’s explanation – not to endanger lives but to help. My
greatest fear, the one that keeps me up at night, is that we will gather together too soon and be the
reason people in the congregation and community get sick or even die.
Our church is not closed. Our building is. The church is every one of God’s children who collectively
make up the Body of Christ in the world. We are the church whether we are together or apart. For
the most part, it is better to be together. There is power and comfort and vitality in the gathered
people of God. But even when we are separated physically, the Holy Spirit keeps us united with one
another and with Jesus.
I encourage you to practice your faith within your family and home. Pray together, read scripture,
reflect, and bless one another. If you have the space, set up an area where you come together to
worship as a family – or as a single person. Having a designated place can be helpful in focusing on
what you are doing. Bethel will continue, of course, to stream our worship on Sunday mornings. If
you enjoy it, share it with someone you like. If you hate it, share it with someone you don’t like!
(Kidding!) Sharing worship, even in this way, helps us all feel more connected to one another.
Hopefully by the time of our next Council Meeting (June 15) we will have a better idea of when the
peak of virus infections is expected here in Minnesota. In the meantime, stay in contact (safely) and
keep praying for one another.
In Christ,
Pastor Munter
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Monthly Financial Update
Miscellaneous Revenues
The Revenues taken into account are all weekly and holiday offerings as well as special
offerings designated to the general account such as Fuel, Missions, and Food Shelf Offerings. This comparison is only for Revenues and Expenses associated with Bethel’s
responsibility for our parish budget, meaning checks from Hemnes Lutheran Church
are not included in the Year to Date Revenue and their 25% share of our parish budget
is not included in the Year to Date Budgeted Expenses. This comparison also does not
take into account Refunds and Reimbursements or Savings Reimbursements. These
sources of revenue are normally received to pay expenses that are not a part of Bethel’s operating budget, so are not
used to make comparison to our budgeted expenses.
The Year to Date difference will show on a monthly basis if we are receiving sufficient offerings to cover our budget,
or if we are behind. The running total for each month will be in a Year to Date total, not a monthly total.
If it is necessary to borrow money from Savings Reserves to fund the operations of Bethel, the amount will be denoted
in the Cash Reserves Expended column. If funds are repaid to the Savings Reserves during a surplus, the repayment
will be denoted in the Cash Reserves Repaid column. Reserves Expended and Reserves Repaid are not represented in
the Revenues and Expenses columns of this report.

* $3,000 from the Federal COVID Response Grant as it was deposited directly into General from the US Treasury, it
was later moved into Bethel’s Reserve Fund in the savings account. This amount is not reflected in the May or Year
to Date revenues.
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Bethel Workgroup Schedule
Altar Workers for Sundays in June
Amy Drietz
Denise Crowser
Altar Workers for Sundays in July
Pat Petersen
Barb Anderson

Group #1
Brenda and Mike Knutson
Paul and Darcy Bruns
Rose and Dick Anderson
Marilyn and Waldo Petersen
Sue Alley
Marty and Meghan Syltie
Linda and Jerome Bruns
Bill Ningen
Josh Sumption
Tiffany Keating
Brian and Kassidy Emery
Matt & Victoria Bliss

507-829-2767
507-530-0327 and 507-530-5036
296-4440
223-5829
507-530-1628
507 829-9931, 507 829-9924
296-4645
296-4693
296-4497
223-5542
605-880-3569
605-941-4062 and 320-287-1050

Congratulations to Hailey Moeller
and
Kenny Beirschbach
On their recent marriage.
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Worship Schedule
Our worship will be live streamed on
our Facebook page at least though June
21st. Bulletins and Sunday School resources are e-mailed weekly.
www.facebook.com/bethelofporter/
Other resources are available on our
website.

Coming Events
All events are canceled due to the Stay
-at-Home order. Please stay safe, wash
your hands, and pray for those in our
country and around the world who are
sick and those who are grieving.

www.bethelofporter.com

June 7
Holy Trinity
Genesis 1:1--2:4a
Psalm 28
2 Corint. 13:11-13
Matt. 28:16-20

June 14
2 Pentecost

June 21
3 Pentecost

June 28
4 Pentecost

Exodus 19:2-8

Jeremiah 20:7-13

Jeremiah 28:5-9

Psalm 100

Psalm 69:8-20

Psalm 89:1-18

Romans 5:1-8

Romans 6:1b-11

Romans6:12-23

Matthew 9:35-10:23

Matthew 10:24-39

Matthew 10:40-42
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Bethel Worship, Sunday 10:00 am
Live streamed on the Facebook page
and later on the Bethel website

