
THE SIXTEENTH SUNDAY  
AFTER PENTECOST 

 
September 5, 2021 

 
BETHEL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

 
James tells us to stop showing favoritism in the assembly, 
treating the rich visitor with more honor than the poor 
one. Jesus Himself seems to show partiality in his first 
response to the Syrophoenician woman in today’s gospel. 
Was He testing her faith in saying Gentiles don’t deserve 
the goods meant for God’s children? Or was He speaking 

out of his human worldview, but transcended those limits when she took Him by surprise with her reply? 
Either way, the story tells us that God shows no partiality. Everyone who brings her or his need to Jesus is 
received with equal honor as a child and heir. 
  

+ GATHERING + 
  
OPENING HYMN               Praise to the Lord, the Almighty #543 (grn) 

 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS on screen 
 
GREETING on screen 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY  
P. Almighty and eternal God, You know our problems and our weaknesses better than 

we ourselves. In Your love and by Your power help us in our confusion and, in spite of 
our weakness, make us firm in faith; through Your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C. Amen.   
 

+ WORD + 
 
FIRST READING: Isaiah 35:4–7a 
These verses are a word of hope to the exiles in Babylon. Chapter 34 portrays God’s vengeance on Edom, 
Israel’s age-old enemy, which makes the path from Babylon to Zion safe for the exiles’ return. The desert 
itself will flow with water to give drink to the returning exiles.  
 
Say to those who are of a fearful heart, 
 “Be strong, do not fear! 
Here is your God. 
 He will come with vengeance, 
with terrible recompense. 
 He will come and save you.” 
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5Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, 
 and the ears of the deaf unstopped; 
6then the lame shall leap like a deer, 
 and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. 
For waters shall break forth in the wilderness, 
 and streams in the desert; 
7the burning sand shall become a pool, 
 and the thirsty ground springs of water. 
 
L. The Word of the Lord.   C.  Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 146 
I will praise the LORD as long as I live  
 
Hallelujah! 
 Praise the LORD, O my soul! 
2I will praise the LORD as long as I live;  
 I will sing praises to my God while I have my being.  
3Put not your trust in rulers, nor in any child of earth, 
 for there is no help in them. 
4When they breathe their last, they return to earth, 
 and in that day their thoughts perish.    
5Happy are they who have the God of Jacob for their help, 
 whose hope is in the LORD their God; 
6Who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that is in them; 
 Who keeps His promise forever;  
7Who gives justice to those who are oppressed,  

and food to those who hunger. 
8The LORD sets the prisoners free; the LORD opens the eyes of the blind;  

the LORD lifts up those who are bowed down; 
9the LORD loves the righteous; the LORD cares for the stranger; 
 He sustains the orphan and widow, but frustrates the way of the wicked. 
10The LORD shall reign forever, 
 your God, O Zion, throughout all generations. Hallelujah! 
 
SECOND READING: James 2:1–17 
Faithful Christians do not show partiality to the rich and powerful of the world, especially at the expense of 
the poor and weak. Likewise, faith does not pay mere lip-service to God’s will. Instead, a living Christian 
faith expresses itself in acts of compassion and mercy for those in need. 
 
My brothers and sisters, do you with your acts of favoritism really believe in our glorious 
Lord Jesus Christ? 2For if a person with gold rings and in fine clothes comes into your 
assembly, and if a poor person in dirty clothes also comes in, 3and if you take notice of the 
one wearing the fine clothes and say, “Have a seat here, please,” while to the one who is 
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poor you say, “Stand there,” or, “Sit at my feet,” 4have you not made distinctions among 
yourselves, and become judges with evil thoughts? 5Listen, my beloved brothers and 
sisters. Has not God chosen the poor in the world to be rich in faith and to be heirs of the 
kingdom that He has promised to those who love Him? 6But you have dishonored the 
poor. Is it not the rich who oppress you? Is it not they who drag you into court? 7Is it not 
they who blaspheme the excellent name that was invoked over you? 
 8You do well if you really fulfill the royal law according to the scripture, “You shall 
love your neighbor as yourself.” 9But if you show partiality, you commit sin and are 
convicted by the law as transgressors. 10For whoever keeps the whole law but fails in one 
point has become accountable for all of it. 
 11For the one Who said, “You shall not commit adultery,” also said, “You shall not 
murder.” Now if you do not commit adultery but if you murder, you have become a 
transgressor of the law. 12So speak and so act as those who are to be judged by the law of 
liberty. 13For judgment will be without mercy to anyone who has shown no mercy; mercy 
triumphs over judgment. 

 14What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if you say you have faith but do not have 
works? Can faith save you? 15If a brother or sister is naked and lacks daily food, 16and one 
of you says to them, “Go in peace; keep warm and eat your fill,” and yet you do not supply 
their bodily needs, what is the good of that? 17So faith by itself, if it has no works, is dead. 
 
L. The Word of the Lord.  C. Thanks be to God  
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION page 83 
 
HOLY GOSPEL: St. Mark 7:24–37 
In Mark’s gospel, encounters with women usually signify turning points in Jesus’ ministry. Here, a 
conversation with a Syrophoenician woman marks the beginning of His mission to the Gentiles. 
 
C. Glory to You, O Lord. 
 
[Jesus] set out and went away to the region of Tyre. He entered a house and did not want 
anyone to know He was there. Yet He could not escape notice, 25but a woman whose little 
daughter had an unclean spirit immediately heard about Him, and she came and bowed 
down at His feet. 26Now the woman was a Gentile, of Syrophoenician origin. She begged 
Him to cast the demon out of her daughter. 27He said to her, “Let the children be fed first, 
for it is not fair to take the children’s food and throw it to the dogs.” 28But she answered 
Him, “Sir, even the dogs under the table eat the children’s crumbs.” 29Then He said to her, 
“For saying that, you may go— the demon has left your daughter.” 30So she went home, 
found the child lying on the bed, and the demon gone. 

 31Then He returned from the region of Tyre, and went by way of Sidon towards the 
Sea of Galilee, in the region of the Decapolis. 32They brought to Him a deaf man who had 
an impediment in his speech; and they begged Him to lay His hand on him. 33He took him 
aside in private, away from the crowd, and put His fingers into his ears, and He spat and 
touched his tongue. 34Then looking up to heaven, He sighed and said to him, “Ephphatha,” 
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that is, “Be opened.” 35And immediately his ears were opened, his tongue was released, and 
he spoke plainly. 36Then Jesus ordered them to tell no one; but the more He ordered them, 
the more zealously they proclaimed it. 37They were astounded beyond measure, saying, 
“He has done everything well; He even makes the deaf to hear and the mute to speak.” 
 
P. The Gospel of the Lord.     C. Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
SERMON 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY        Word of God, Come Down on Earth #716 (blu) 
 
THE APOSTLES’ CREED page 85 
 
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH   
P. … Lord, in Your mercy, 
C. hear our prayer. 
 
SHARING THE PEACE OF THE LORD 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
OFFERING /OFFERTORY             Let the vineyards…. page 86 
 
OFFERTORY PRAYER page 87 
 

+ MEAL + 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING page 88 
 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER   
P. Holy God, our Bread of Life … bread for the world.     
C. Amen. 
 
P. In the night in … the everlasting feast.  
C. Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 
P. By Your Spirit … both now and forever.      
C. Amen. 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER page 91 
 
DISTRIBUTION 
 
POST–COMMUNION BLESSING  page 92 
 
POST-COMMUNION SONG                                     Thank the Lord page 92 
 
POST COMMUNION PRAYER  
P. Blessed are You . . . to work in Jesus’ name.       
C. Amen. 
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+ SENDING + 
 
BENEDICTION   
P. God Almighty send you light and truth to keep you all the days of your life. The hand 

of God protect you; the holy angel accompany you; and the blessing of Almighty God, 
the Father, the + Son and the Holy Spirit, be with you now and forever. 

C. Amen 
 
CLOSING HYMN    Be Thou My Vision #776 (blu) 
 
DISMISSAL  
P. Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
C.  Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 

THOSE WHO SERVE: 
 

Ministers: All the People of God  Presider: Pastor Ellen Munter 
Musician:  Terry Dybsetter  Reader: Terry Dybsetter 
Camera: Josh Sumption   Projection: James Kamrath/Kendon Knutson 
            Katie Munter/Sara Wollum 
Sound Room: Ken Jeremiason and Jerome Bruns 
 
How to reach us: 
 
Church Office: 507-296-4658     Pastor’s House: 507-296-4558 
Pastor’s Cell: 507-828-1000(call or text)  Pastor’s email: pastormunter@gmail.com    
Bethel email: bethel@bethelofporter.com  Bethel web page: www.bethelofporter.com 
 
August 29, 2021 
            General: $752.75 ($527.75 received through eGiving) 
            Savings: $180.00 for Organ. 
 

Grief and Loss Support Group 
 

Last Tuesday of every month starting September 28th, 2021 through January 25th, 2022,  
10-11:30 am at Christ Lutheran Church in Hendricks, MN.   

 
This is a free monthly support group that gives you an opportunity to meet other people 
who are grieving and share experiences, gain knowledge and coping strategies.   

 
Contact GOOD SHEPHERDHOSPICE to register.  (507)275-2210, Colleen Petersen. 
Additional information is on the bulletin board in the church. 
 

http://www.bethelofporter.com/
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Wrestling with God 

At first glance, the gospel this week rankles a bit. What is Jesus doing to this poor 
woman in His interaction with her? Is He insulting her, calling her and her daughter 
“dogs”? Is He holding out the people of Israel as more deserving of His attention? Is He 
making her “earn” her daughter’s healing and salvation? Certainly not. The scriptures 
clearly testify that Jesus is without sin (Hebrews 4:15). But scripture also testifies to 
several instances when individuals wrestle with God, the promises God gives, and the 
faith needed to trust them. Jacob (Genesis 32:22-32), Job, Mary and Martha (John 11:1-44), 
and Peter (Acts 10:9-23) are but a few examples of individuals in the Bible who tussle with 
God and God’s call on their lives. This week’s passage is similar. Jesus does not mock the 
Syrophoenician woman; rather, He engages her. He pushes back against her initial request 
and draws out of her an even stronger confession of faith. She is no longer just a desperate 
mother hoping against hope, but a woman of faith who knows deep in her soul that all 
people—even Gentiles, even her daughter, even she herself—are beloved and fed by God. 

We too can have experiences like this woman, and the others throughout scripture, 
did. We live through events or seasons that force us to confront the God who loves us, 
who has created and redeemed us. At times you may have found yourself wrestling with 
God, demanding blessings, challenging truth, promising devotion, fighting for every last 
ounce of faith to get you through. These situations are not always immediately pleasant. 
But take heart—the Holy Spirit promises to bring you through to the other side, faith 
intact and blessings bestowed. May you be “astounded beyond measure” (Mark 7:37) at 
the works of the Lord. 
 

Upcoming Commemorations 
 
September 9, 2021  Peter Claver, priest, missionary to Colombia, died 1654 
 
Born into Spanish nobility, Claver became a Jesuit missionary, and served in present-day Colombia. His 
ministry was focused on the slaves that arrived there. He gave them food and medicine, learned their 
dialects, and taught them Christianity. 
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