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The Bethel Newsletter
Sundays in October
Worship with us via the
internet

Porter, Minnesota

Sunday School 2020
Begins October 4
Sunday School will look slightly different, but will continue to share the
love and excitement of the great love
of Christ..
Parents, please watch for texts, emails and updates for planned activities,

October 4

Join us for Worship

Bethel has returned to in
person worship, 10:00 am
Sunday Morning.

October 11
However, Bethel will continue with
live stream worship because of
Corvid-19. The worship time remains
at 10:00 am on Sunday morning.
Not able to live steam on our Facebook
page? The service will be posted to our
Inside this Issue

October 18

October 25
Bethel Lutheran Church is affiliated with the Southwest
Synod of Minnesota of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America.
God’s Work. Our Hands.
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Bethel Lutheran Church
P. O. Box 126
2429 County Hwy 16
Porter, MN 56280
Telephone: (507) 296-4658
Office Hours at the Church:
Wednesday —9:30 a.m. -12:00 p.m.
E-mail address: bethel@bethelofporter.com
Website: bethelofporter.com
Pastor Rev. Ellen Munter 296-4558 (home)
507-828-1000 (cell)
Email: pastormunter@gmail.com

Deacons
Linda Bruns
Martha Melrose
Craig Petersen
Terry Dybsetter
Sara Wollum

507-829-2767
507 530-4417
296-4634
296-4497
507-530-1628

2nd Nick Wollum, Martin Syltie
6th Nancy Syltie, Angela Heideman
7th Janelle Meier
9th Kristen Petersen
10th Jessica Horner
11th Mason Merritt

296-4645
296-4515
296-4483
296-4401
223-5844

13th Elin Gunlogson
19th Ashley Mamer, Marlys Petersen
20th Clayton Lalim, Brian Mamer
21st Conner Sik
26th Ken Jeremiason, Hadley Noyes

Trustees
Jerome Bruns, Chair
Tom Gawerecki
Roger Longhenry
Bob Merritt Jr
Curt Blumeyer

296-4645
224-2267
296-4422
296-4436
223-7339

Board of Education
Tracy Wente, Chair
Pat Petersen
Nikki Petersen
Rachel Wollum
Megan Syltie

296-4623
296-4483
507-829-0555
223-5844
507-829-9931

Custodian
Lou Knutson

1st Gloria Fredricks
4th Lindsey Syltie

Your Church Officers
President
Mike Knutson
Vice President Randy Kamrath
Treasurer
Deana Moeller
Financial Sec. Josh Sumption
Secretary
Sue Alley

October Birthdays

296-4489

28th Leonard Stone, Hattie VanDerostyne
29th Penny Anderson, Katie Munter
30th Roger Longhenry

If you have any corrections or additions,
please contact the church office at 296-4658, or
email: bethel@bethelofporter.com If your name
does not appear in the month of your birthday, it
means we don’t have your birth date. Thanks!
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October is Reformation month. At least it always has been for me. Being a 500
year old Lutheran (an ancestor on my mother’s side actually met Luther and
helped bring the Reformation to his valley in Switzerland), it has always
seemed like we need more than just one day to think about what it means to be
both a Sinner and a Saint who is Saved by Grace Alone, through Faith Alone by
Christ Alone. What can seem relatively simple or obvious becomes more profound, and frankly more difficult to really grasp, when we take the time to really think about it.
One of Luther’s biggest concerns and a large focus of his work was the concept of the “neighbor.” We
are working on the Ten Commandments in Confirmation right now, and every time I teach this part
of the Catechism, I am struck anew by the emphasis Luther puts on our responsibility to our neighbor. Of the seven commandments about us (4-10), Luther directs us in what not to do to our neighbor, and then in what to do for our neighbor, in five of them. We may not hurt or take something from
or slander, etc. our neighbor but help and defend them. When you read them all together, it’s striking.
Of course, it wasn’t just in the catechism that Luther discussed the need to love and serve our neighbors. (Please excuse the masculine language, Luther was writing in the 1500’s!)
“It is the duty of every Christian to be Christ to his neighbor.”
“But know that to serve God is nothing else than to serve your neighbor and do good to him in love.”
“We conclude, therefore, that a Christian lives not in himself, but in Christ and in his neighbor. Otherwise he is not a Christian. He lives in Christ through faith, in his neighbor through love. By
faith he is caught up beyond himself into God. By love he descends beneath himself into his neighbor.”
Clearly this is something that Luther felt was at the heart of our faith. Luther was not fond of the
book of James, but I think this text fits his understanding perfectly: If a brother or sister is naked and
lacks daily food, and one of you says to them, “Go in peace; keep warm and eat your fill,” and yet you
do not supply their bodily needs, what is the good of that? James 2:15-16 We aren’t just to wish people well, we are to do what we can for them. Not in order to prove our love for and faith in Christ, but
because of how Christ loves us and shows us His love by dying so that we can live.
Loving our neighbor may entail some sacrifice on our parts, giving up a part of what we might want
so that someone else can have what they need. Loving our neighbor may mean showing patience and
compassion when we don’t want to. Loving our neighbor may mean taking their needs as seriously as
we take our own. This is not something any of us can do on our own. And thankfully we don’t need
to. Loving our neighbor flows out of the love Jesus shows us every day. As we remember what God
has done for us in Jesus Christ, as we give thanks for the love given to us by God every day, as we live
every day as children of God, made so by our baptisms into Christ, we are strengthened to love our
neighbors. Even when it’s inconvenient. Even when it’s annoying. Even when they don’t deserve it.
Just the way God loves us.

In Christ,
Pastor Munter
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The Church Council and Board reports for
August, 2020

Please note: church lawn council meeting was held on
September 14th to discuss the business of Bethel.
Trustees

Trustee action taken:

Motion was made and second to pay bills.
 They will check to see why the water bill was so high.
 Discussion on the broadcast equipment needed to remove the excessive noise. We
will be adding additional equipment.
 Discussion of the gathering use in the social hall.
Bob, Roger, Tom and Jerome
Deacons
 Deacon for October: Terry Dybsetter
 Food Shelf: Ivanhoe
 Communion Dates for October 4, 11, and Reformation 25th
Board of Education
The board discussed options for beginning an updated form of Sunday School safely.
The new plan is to gently open Sunday School on October 4th with large group plan and
special activities for grades 7-12. They are open to suggestions and thoughts for how to
safely open and share the message of Christ.
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For Your information :
As we continue with the changes within our parish
community due to COVID 19 , we felt a need to
add to our COVID plan. The following is an appendix to the document that the council passed
earlier in the year. This portion addresses the use
other Social Hall, Kitchen and Sunday School wing
of Bethel Lutheran.
Appendix I to COVID plan for Bethel Lutheran Church, Porter,
MN
Guidance regarding use of the social hall and kitchen area during
the COVID mandate.
There will be no activities held in the social hall, kitchen or other
rooms in the social hall wing of Bethel Lutheran other than
church designated functions until COVID mandates are lifted.
Approved by the Bethel Council September 14, 2020
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Monthly Financial Update
Miscellaneous Revenues
The Revenues taken into account are all weekly and holiday offerings
as well as special offerings designated to the general account such as
Fuel, Missions, and Food Shelf Offerings. This comparison is only for
Revenues and Expenses associated with Bethel’s responsibility for our
parish budget, meaning checks from Hemnes Lutheran Church are
not included in the Year to Date Revenue and their 25% share of our
parish budget is not included in the Year to Date Budgeted Expenses. This comparison also does not take into account
Refunds and Reimbursements or Savings Reimbursements. These sources of revenue are normally received to pay expenses that are not a part of Bethel’s operating budget, so are not used to make comparison to our budgeted expenses.
The Year to Date difference will show on a monthly basis if we are receiving sufficient offerings to cover our budget,
or if we are behind. The running total for each month will be in a Year to Date total, not a monthly total.
If it is necessary to borrow money from Savings Reserves to fund the operations of Bethel, the amount will be denoted
in the Cash Reserves Expended column. If funds are repaid to the Savings Reserves during a surplus, the repayment
will be denoted in the Cash Reserves Repaid column. Reserves Expended and Reserves Repaid are not represented in
the Revenues and Expenses columns of this report.

* $3,000 from the Federal COVID Response Grant as it was deposited directly into General from the US Treasury, it was later moved into Bethel’s
Reserve Fund in the savings account. This amount is not reflected in the May or Year to Date revenues.
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Bethel Workgroup Schedule
Altar Workers for Sundays in October
Tracy Wente
Virginia Thomsen
Altar Workers for Sundays in November
Darcy Bruns
Bonnie Merritt

Group #1
Brenda and Mike Knutson
Paul and Darcy Bruns
Rose and Dick Anderson
Marilyn and Waldo Petersen
Sue Alley
Marty and Meghan Syltie
Linda and Jerome Bruns
Bill Ningen
Josh Sumption
Tiffany Keating
Brian and Kassidy Emery
Matt & Victoria Bliss

507-829-2767
507-530-0327 and 507-530-5036
296-4440
223-5829
507-530-1628
507 829-9931, 507 829-9924
296-4645
296-4693
296-4497
223-5542
605-880-3569
605-941-4062 and 320-287-1050

Near the end of his life, Martin Luther suffered debilitating headaches.
When told about a costly medicine
that might offer some relief, Luther
smiled and said, “My best prescription for head and heart is that ‘God
so loved the world, that he gave his
only begotten Son, that whosoever
believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting
life.’”
That Bible verse became a refrain for Luther on his deathbed. “What Spartan saying can be compared with this
wonderful brevity,” he said of John 3:16. “It is the Bible
itself!” After repeating the words of that Gospel-in-anutshell verse three times in Latin, Luther exclaimed,
“They are the best prescription for headaches and heartaches!”
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Worship Schedule

Coming Events

Our worship will be live streamed on
our Facebook page. Bulletins are emailed weekly or available for pickup in
the narthex.

Worship has resumed with adaptations to provide a safe worship experience for all—masks required.

www.facebook.com/bethelofporter
Other resources are available on our
website. www.bethelofporter.com

Our worship service is still available
live streamed, video or audio recording. Please worship with us as
you are able.
Worship with communion will be
held on October 4, 11, and 26
Confirmation on Wednesdays from
6:30—7:45 pm

Please stay safe, wash your hands, wear a
mask, social distance and pray for those in
our country and around the world who
are sick and who are grieving.

October 4
18 Pentecost

October 11
19 Pentecost

October 18
20 Pentecost

October 25
Reformation

Isaiah 5:1-7

Isaiah 25:1-9

Isaiah 45:1-7

Jeremiah 31:31-34

Psalm 80:7-14

Psalm 23

Psalm 96:1-9

Psalm 46

Philippians 3:4-14

Philippians 4:1-9

1 Thessalonians 1:1-10

Romans 3:19-28

Matt. 21:33-46

Matthew 22:1-14

Matthew 22:15-22

John 8:31-36
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Bethel Lutheran Newsletter
October 2020
Bethel Worship, Sunday 10:00 am
Live streamed on the Facebook page
and later on the Bethel website
www.facebook.com/bethelofporter
www.bethelofporter.com

