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Sundays in May
Worship ith us via the internet

May 10th

Join us for Worship
Bethel will continue with live
stream worship through May 17th
because of the Corvid-19 shut
down. The worship time remains
at 10:00 am on Sunday morning.

May 25th

Stay informed regarding worship updates on the home page and e-mails.
Not able to live steam on our Facebook
page? The service will be posted to our
website after worship.

May 21st

Inside this Issue

May 31st
The Day of
Pentecost

Bethel Lutheran Church is affiliated with the Southwest
Synod of Minnesota of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America.
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Bethel Lutheran Church
P. O. Box 126
2429 County Hwy 16
Porter, MN 56280
Telephone: (507) 296-4658
Office Hours at the Church:
Wednesday —9:30 a.m. -12:00 p.m.
E-mail address: bethel@bethelofporter.com
Website: bethelofporter.com
Pastor Rev. Ellen Munter 296-4558 (home)
507-828-1000 (cell)
Email: pastormunter@gmail.com

507-829-2767
507 530-4417
296-4634
296-4497
507-530-1628

Deacons
Linda Bruns
Martha Melrose
Craig Petersen
Terry Dybsetter
Sara Wollum

296-4645
296-4515
296-4483
296-4401
223-5844

Trustees
Jerome Bruns, Chair
Tom Gawerecki
Roger Longhenry
Bob Merritt Jr
Curt Blumeyer

296-4645
224-2267
296-4422
296-4436
223-7339

Board of Education
Tracy Wente, Chair
Pat Petersen
Nikki Petersen
Rachel Wollum
Megan Syltie
Custodian
Lou Knutson

1st Brent Merritt, Kelly Jeremiason, Randy Schmidt
3rd Aidyn Bruns
5th Kassidy Emery
7th Caullin Frank

Your Church Officers
President
Mike Knutson
Vice President Randy Kamrath
Treasurer
Deana Moeller
Financial Sec. Josh Sumption
Secretary
Sue Alley

May Birthdays

9th Louaine Knutson
10th Alexis Bakalakos
11th Ryan Evjen
12th Randy Kamrath,
15th Jessica Dybsetter
16th Daniel Dybsetter
18th Jodi Merritt
19th Charlie Anderson, James Kamrath,
Elizabeth Kamrath, Casen Syltie
20th Tricia Koussis
21st Daniel VanDerostyne
22nd Sarah Hurt, Martin Evjen
24th Chad Moeller
27th Kyle DeVos
30th Nikki Petersen

296-4623
296-4483
507-829-0555
223-5844
507-829-9931
296-4489

31st Barb Anderson, Andrew Keating

If you have any corrections or additions,
please contact the church office at 296-4658, or
email: bethel@bethelofporter.com If your name
does not appear in the month of your birthday, it
means we don’t have your birth date. Thanks!
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We are still here. And by that I mean Bethel and Hemnes are still here and going, as is
our state and country (more or less) and that we are still here in the midst of this
pandemic. I know that it doesn’t feel very dire right here. We have been fortunate not
to have many cases right around us so far. But the virus is here and so are we.
The first two weeks of this lockdown felt like two years and I could not imagine
where we would be or what it would look like six or eight weeks on. Now everyone
is talking about “the new normal,” but I’m not sure what exactly that means. What will our gathering on
Sundays look like? I’m thinking that if we need to spread out in the sanctuary, some of you are going to
have to make the ultimate sacrifice and sit in the front!
We may be back in our buildings worshipping together as soon as June, or maybe as late as July. But it
will happen. And when it does, not only will there be much rejoicing in the tents of the righteous (as my
mother would say!) but we will be back to regular communion. I know that other congregations have
been communing “virtually” and I wanted to talk a little about why we are not. Please know that I am not
condemning those who are—this is one of those things about which faithful Christians can respectfully
differ.
The sacrament of Holy Communion is very important. It is one of the ways that we, the children of God,
receive the gift of God’s grace and are assured that our sins are forgiven. This is cup is the new covenant in My
blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. In this sacrament we commune with Jesus. That is,
we are in His presence—we in Him, He in us. So please don’t misunderstand me—Holy Communion is
very important.
But it is not the only place where Jesus is present. Jesus is present in the Word. Jesus comes to us, is present with us, when the Scriptures are read and proclaimed and believed. Luther was more concerned that
the people hear the words of promise (this is My body/blood given and shed for you) during the worship
than whether they even took the bread and wine. He said that while in each sacrament there is both word
and sign, “the words are much more important that the signs. For the signs might well be lacking, if only
one has the words. … For I can enjoy the sacrament every day if only I keep before my eyes the … words
and promise of Christ, and feed and strengthen my faith on Him. … Faith is not fed except on the word of
God alone.”
Communion is also communal. It is the one sacrament that is really and truly designed to be celebrated
together in one place. As I said a few weeks ago in my sermon, the celebration of Holy Communion is intended to be just that—a celebration. A party. And while you can have a party all by yourself, it’s really
not the same. Instead of being something joyous, it can tend to remind you of how alone you are. And that
is not what Communion is about.
I know that for many of you, this time of fasting from the Lord’s Supper has been particularly difficult. I
totally understand. It has been for me as well. But for now, I believe that it is the right thing to do. And I
encourage you, during this time of waiting and fasting, to feast instead on Christ present in the Word. I
will be putting the daily readings up on the website soon, along with some other ways to get into a daily
habit of Scripture reading. This time of separation will come to an end. We will be together once more.
“Be strong and courageous … for the LORD your God is with you wherever you go.” Joshua 1:9
In Christ,

Pastor Munter
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The Church Council and Board reports for
March, 2020

Please note: a ZOOM council meeting was held on
April 20th to discuss the business of Bethel.
Trustees

Motion was made and second to pay bills.
Deacons




Deacon for May: Terry Dybsetter
Food Shelf: May: Canby,
Communion Dates for Bethel are to be determined by Pastor Ellen regular worship resumes.

Board of Education


We are in touch with the Sunday School families and sending out videos and other resources for them to do Sunday School at home.



We haven’t made any decisions about VBS yet.

A Spirit who comforts
In a time when life expectancy was around 40 years, Hildegard of Bingen (1098-1179)
lived more than twice that long. The Benedictine abbess and mystic wrote books and
music, founded two convents, conducted four “preaching tours” and much more, despite chronic illness, lack of schooling, grave self-doubt and a male-dominated church
and society. These poetry excerpts reveal her source of strength and inspiration:
O comforting fire of Spirit,
Life, within the very Life of all Creation.
Holy you are in giving life to All. …

You always draw out knowledge,
bringing joy through Wisdom's inspiration.

O sacred breath, O fire of love …
O most pure fountain
through whom it is known
that God has united strangers
and inquired after the lost. …

Therefore, praise be to you
who are the sound of praise
and the greatest prize of Life,
who are hope and richest honor
bequeathing the reward of Light.
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A Prayer for Memorial Day
We remember, O Lord, all those people throughout the years
who have made the supreme sacrifice for our country, for
liberty, for us. Whenever we breathe the air of freedom or
claim the right to justice or enjoy the privilege of worship, fill
us with gratitude for those who selflessly gave the last full
measure of devotion — their very lives — for our benefit.
May these brave men and women now know the joy of
eternity and your presence. And may the families of the fallen
receive comfort and peace amid their grief. Help us as we
minister to their needs. Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Updated April Giving:
Usually published in the weekly bulletin
April 12, 2020 – Holy Week Offerings (Palm Sunday
through Easter Sunday)
General: $5,488.38 ($1,418.25 received through electronic giving)
Includes: $1,625.13 from Hemnes Lutheran Church.
$525.00 Easter Offering.
Savings: $1,054.00 Pancake Supper Revenues.
April 19, 2020
General: $2,046.85 ($326.85 received through electronic giving)
Includes: $400.00 Easter Offering.
April 26, 2020
General: $2,221.90 ($421.90 received through electronic giving)
Includes: $1,000.00 Easter Offering.
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Monthly Financial Update
Miscellaneous Revenues
The Revenues taken into account are all weekly and holiday offerings as well as special
offerings designated to the general account such as Fuel, Missions, and Food Shelf Offerings. This comparison is only for Revenues and Expenses associated with Bethel’s
responsibility for our parish budget, meaning checks from Hemnes Lutheran Church
are not included in the Year to Date Revenue and their 25% share of our parish budget
is not included in the Year to Date Budgeted Expenses. This comparison also does not
take into account Refunds and Reimbursements or Savings Reimbursements. These
sources of revenue are normally received to pay expenses that are not a part of Bethel’s operating budget, so are not
used to make comparison to our budgeted expenses.
The Year to Date difference will show on a monthly basis if we are receiving sufficient offerings to cover our budget,
or if we are behind. The running total for each month will be in a Year to Date total, not a monthly total.
If it is necessary to borrow money from Savings Reserves to fund the operations of Bethel, the amount will be denoted
in the Cash Reserves Expended column. If funds are repaid to the Savings Reserves during a surplus, the repayment
will be denoted in the Cash Reserves Repaid column. Reserves Expended and Reserves Repaid are not represented in
the Revenues and Expenses columns of this report.

Don’t forget that you can donate to Bethel just by shopping at Amazon. Go to
smile.amazon.com and choose “Bethel” as your charity. There are many, so
go to about the fourth page and you will find a “Bethel” in Porter, MN. That’s
us! You can to change your bookmark for Amazon to be smile.amazon.com so
it comes up automatically. Then when you shop just look for the “eligible for AmazonSmile” in the product
details page and you’re good to go!
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Bethel Workgroup Schedule
Altar Workers for Sundays in May
Paula Syltie, Rose Anderson &
Megan Syltie
Altar Workers for Sundays in June
Amy Drietz
Denise Crowser

Group #1
Brenda and Mike Knutson
Paul and Darcy Bruns
Rose and Dick Anderson
Marilyn and Waldo Petersen
Sue Alley
Marty and Meghan Syltie
Linda and Jerome Bruns
Bill Ningen
Josh Sumption
Tiffany Keating
Brian and Kassidy Emery
Matt & Victoria Bliss

507-829-2767
507-530-0327 and 507-530-5036
296-4440
223-5829
507-530-1628
507 829-9931, 507 829-9924
296-4645
296-4693
296-4497
223-5542
605-880-3569
605-941-4062 and 320-287-1050

*Please note: The first person or couple on the list are chair for the next funeral.

Class of
2020

Dylan Bruns
Ethan Evjen
Caullin Frank.
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Worship Schedule

Coming Events

Our worship will be live streamed on
our Facebook page at least though
May 17.

All events are canceled due to the Stay
-at-Home order. Please stay safe, wash
your hands, and pray for those in our
country and around the world who are
sick and those who are grieving.

www.facebook.com/bethelofporter/
Other resources are available on our
website.
www.bethelofporter.com

May 3
Easter 4

May 10
Easter 5

May 17
Easter 6

May 24
Easter 7

May 31
Pentecost Day

Acts 2:42-47

Acts 7:55-60

Acts 17:22-31

Acts 1:6-14

Acts 2:1-21

Psalm 23

Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16

Psalm 66:7-18

Psalm 68:1-10, 33-36

Psalm 104:25-35, 37

1 Peter 2:19-25

1 Peter 2:2-10

1 Peter 3:13-22

1 Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11 1 Corinthians 12:3b-13

John 10:1-10

John 14:1-14

John 14:15-21

John 17:1-11

John 20:19-23
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Porter, MN 56280

Bethel Lutheran Newsletter
May 2020
Bethel Worship, Sunday 10:00 am
Live streamed on the Facebook page
and later on the Bethel website

